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tinctly remembered, on the subject of woman's
vocation, as to whether it should be purely
domestic, or whether they should engage in
outside interests. Mary and Jane upheld the
latter view, Fanny and Christy the other.

Mrs. Godwin was kind to Christy, who always
saw her best side, and never would hear a word
said against her. Her deficiencies were not pal-
pable to an outsider whom she liked and chose to
patronise, nor did Christy appear to have felt the
inherent untruthfulness in Mrs. Godwin's character,
although one famous instance of it was recorded
by Isabella Baxter, and is given at length in Mr,
Kegan Paul's Life of Godwin.

The various members of the family had more
independence of habits than is common in Eng-
lish domestic life. This was perhaps a relic of
Godwin's old idea, that much evil and weariness
resulted from the supposed necessity that the
members of a family should spend all or most of
their time in each other's company. He always
breakfasted alone. Mrs. Godwin did so also, and
not till mid-day. The young folks had theirs
together. Dinner was a family meal, but supper
seems to have been a movable feast. Jane Clair-
mont, of whose education not much is known
beyond the fact that she was sometimes at school,
was at home for a part if not all of this time.
She was lively and quick-witted, and probably
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